Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities March 10, 2022 Quarterly Council Meeting

Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities
Quarterly Meeting

The Governor’'s Council on Developmental Disabilities (GCDD) met on Thursday, March 10th,
2022 at 10 a.m., at Arkansas Department of Finance and Administration, 1509 West 7t" St, and
via the teleconference and webinar platform, Zoom.

Agenda Item |
Call to Order

Chairperson Kate Donoven called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. with a quorum present.

Agenda Item Il
Roll Call

Chairperson Donoven conducted the roll call with the following results:

Members Present:

Kate Donoven — Chairperson
Lud Kozlowski — Vice - Chair
Karan Burnette

Joseph Baxter

Cynthia Fong

C.W. Gardenhire

Mark George

Ke’Arus Henderson

Carrie Hollis-Anthony

Tom Masseau

Ann Price

Amanda Sanders

Rhonda Saunders — (Kristin Watson — Representative)
Heather Shrader

Christopher Tebbetts

Maria Villagran — (late 11:20 AM)
Melissa Weatherton

Members Absent:
Syard Evans
Kimberly Horton
Toni Roy

Staff Present:

Jonathan Taylor, Executive Director
Assiah Lewellen, Deputy Director
Kim Gatewood, Admin. Specialist

Others Present:

Whitney Foshee, Project SEARCH

Fran’Sha Anderson, Arkansas State Independent Living Council (ARSILC)
Ally Tomlinson, AADA

Tonya Miller — Partners for Inclusive Communities
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Brenda Reynolds — Partners for Inclusive Communities
Regina Davenport — Department of Human Services (DHS)

Agenda Item lll
Welcome and Guest Introductions

Chairperson Donoven welcomed attendees and acknowledged the guests that were in
attendance for the meeting.
Agenda Item IV
Approve December 9, 2021 Meeting Minutes

Chairperson Donoven asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the previous Council
meeting. She asked if there were any additions or corrections needed to be made. With no
changes requested, a motion was made by Cindy Fong and seconded by Mark George to
approve the minutes of the December 9, 2021 meeting. All members present voted unanimously
in favor and the motion to approve the minutes passed.

Agenda Item V
Council Staff Update

Chairperson Donoven turned the Council’s attention to Agenda Item V. She requested an update
on the Budget Report. Deputy Director Assiah Lewellen reviewed the report, displaying a high-
level overview of the budget categories, followed by a breakdown of federal award balances
(see attachment and recording for full details). Lewellen asked if there were any questions. There
were none.

Chair Donoven then asked for a motion to approve the Budget Report. C.W. Gardenhire made
the motion to approve the budget report as presented, and Lud Kozlowski seconded. All
members present voted unanimously in favor; none were opposed, and the Council budget
report was approved.

Executive Director Jonathan Taylor then described the Expanding the Public Health Workforce
grant to the Council. There were no follow up questions and Chair Donoven moved to the Funded
Project Status Report. Deputy Director Lewellen advanced to the Ultilization Report. She
reviewed the three current grant projects, then asked for questions. There were none.

Executive Director Taylor then reviewed the combined 2020 and 2021 PPR that was submitted
March 18t, 2022. He then updated the Council on the 2022-2026 Five-Year Plan. ACL approved
the Plan with a bare minimum of updated needed. Director Taylor thanked the SPI Committee
and GCDD Staff for the hard work they put into the Plan.

Agenda Item VI
Reports from Committee Chairs

Chair Donoven advanced to agenda item VI: reports from Committee Chairs.

Vice-Chair Kozlowski then gave an update on the Nominating Committee. He informed the
Council that the Nominating Committee recommends Janette Williams-Smith to replace the
position being vacated by Annette Mencer. Vice-Chair Kozlowski asked Director Taylor to
explain the process of working with Boards and Commissions, as well as sharing Ms. Williams-
Smith’s background.
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Vice-Chair Kozlowski then asked for a motion to present Janette William-Smith’s application to
Boards and Commissions. Carrie Hollis-Anthony made the motion and Cindy Fong seconded.
Chair Donoven asked for a vote. All were in favor and the motion carried.

Chairperson Donoven turned the meeting over to Mark George on the Public Policy and
Outreach Committee. George explained that since the U.S. Congress continues to negotiate
multiple pieces of legislation that were previously part of Build Back Better. He then described
passage of special language in the Arkansas General Assembly allocating $37.6 million to clear
the Medicaid Waiver Waitlist as of December 1, 2022. George also updated the Council on Rep.
Mayberry’s most recent hearing that reviewed the DSP workforce shortage issues.

DDS Director Melissa Weatherton then detailed the Arkansas spending plan to match and
access Federal ARP (American Rescue Plan) funds.

George then moved to the media presentation.

Colbie Jones, MHP representative, was unable to attend, but recorded a video presentation for
the Council. The video recapped marketing efforts and results for the past quarter. It included a
PowerPoint presentation to the Council reviewing the previous quarter’s website and social
media metrics (please review the Zoom recording for the full presentation). Mark George
thanked MHP and GCDD Staff for the solid communications results being delivered through
digital platforms and ended his presentation.

State Plan and Implementation Committee Chair, C.W. Gardenhire gave an update to the
council. He thanked GCDD Staff for their work inputting the PPR into DD Suite. He then updated
the Council on the upcoming 2022 RFP. Gardenhire shared SPI's decision to deny funding
eligibility to RFP applicants who utilize subminimum wage and enclaved work in their
organizations. Chairperson Donoven asked for a motion for the full Council to implement that
decision for the 2022 RFP. Christopher Tebbetts made the motion, seconded by Tom Masseau.
Chair Donoven asked for a vote. All were in favor and the motion carried.

Chair Donoven then asked for a motion for the GCDD staff to begin the RFP process. C.W.
Gardenhire made the motion, seconded by Carrie Hollis-Anthony. The motion was carried
unanimously. Chair Donoven thanked the SPI committee for its work.

Deputy Director Lewellen then reviewed the State Plan implementation report by Goal,
Objective, and Activity. Chairperson Donoven thanked her for the clarity and ease of use of the
report. She then advanced to Agenda Item VI

Agenda Item VI
Council Education & Training

Director Taylor described his ongoing work with Vice-Chair Kozlowski around acronyms and
plain language. Vice-Chair Kozlowski conducted a video training around clear communication,
plain language, and acronyms. There was significant positive feedback for the training.

Agenda Item VIII
DD Network Update

Chairperson Donoven then turned the meeting over to the DD Network Partners for an update.
Tom Masseau, director of Disability Rights Arkansas (DRA), discussed the monthly
collaborations within the DD Network. Masseau detailed the Disability Policy Workgroup that
grew out of the Breakfast Club.
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Agenda Item IX
Self-Advocacy Update

Ally Tomlinson, Director of AADA updated the Council on her progress. AADA is now fully staffed
and has establish an Advisory Board. Tomlinson updated the Council on its collaborations with
multiple advocacy groups statewide.

She gave a detailed update of AADA’s progress on the Partners in Policymaking project.
Tomlinson invited the Council to attend the March 14", 2022 Pie Day Advocacy event at the
Capitol.

Tomlinson described building a tool for parents to proactively advocate within the IEP process.

Chair Donoven thanked Tomlinson for all her work. Maria Villagran asked if AADA’s published
materials will be available in Spanish. Tomlinson assured the Council that translations and
translators will be available for all AADA materials.

Donoven invited Whitney Foshee from FCC to detail her work with Project SEARCH. After her
update Tonya Miller from Partners for Inclusive Communities gave a detailed presentation of the
MICI project.

Chair Donoven then moved to Agenda Item X.

Agenda Item X
New Business and Announcements

Chairperson Donoven then discussed New Business and Announcements. She reviewed the
2022 calendar of events and encouraged members to save the dates. Director Taylor reminded
the Council that the 2022 Disability Policy Seminar would be held in Washington, DC at the end
of March. He reminded those attending that there would be a prep meeting closer to DPS. He
also reminded the Council that the APSE Conference had been rescheduled for the end of
August.

Chairperson Donoven asked if there were any other upcoming dates of note. Ally Tomlinson
reminded everyone about Pie Day on March 14, 2022.

Agenda Item XI
Adjourn

Chairperson Donoven then requested a motion to adjourn. Maria Villagran made the motion to
adjourn. Christopher Tebbetts seconded. The motion was approved unanimously. Meeting
adjourned at 11:41 a.m.

Jonathan Taylor, Recorder

APPROVED 05/05/2022 BY FULL COUNCIL
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