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Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities 
Quarterly Meeting 

The Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities (GCDD or The Council) met on Thursday, 
September 11, 2024, on the virtual meeting platform Google Meet. 

 
Agenda Item I 
Call to Order 

Council Chair Katherine Donoven called the meeting to order at 10:01 AM CST. She then 
proceeded to call roll. 

 
Agenda Item II 

Roll Call 
 
Chair Donoven then conducted the roll call with the following results: 

 
Members Present: 
Katherine Donoven 
Ludwik “Lud” Kozlowski 
Karan Burnette 
C.W. Gardenhire 
Mark George  
Kasey Hodges 
Carrie Hollis-Anthony  
Tom Masseau 
Ann Price 
Amanda Sanders  
Chris Tebbetts 
Maria Villagran 
Janette Williams-Smith 
 
Members Absent: 
Joseph Baxter 
Jennifer Brezee 
Syard Evans 
Ke’Arus Henderson 
Toni Roy 
Rhonda Saunders – Proxied by Leah James 

 
Guests: 
Dr ’Sha Anderson 
Sarah DeBusk 
Kimberly Dodd 
Will Gorum 
Dan Habib 
Jamie Jenson 
Dr Jill LaRosa 
Tanya Miller-Witsell 
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Sherice Smith 
 
Staff Present: 
Jonathan Taylor, Executive Director 
Assiah Lewellen, Deputy Director 
Linda Sims, Program Coordinator 
Kim Gatewood, Admin Specialist 

 
With a quorum of 14 Council members in attendance, Chair Donoven moved to Agenda Item III. 

 
Agenda Item III 

Guest Introductions 
 
Chair Donoven asked for guests to introduce themselves, then moved to Agenda Item IV. 

 
Agenda Item IV 

Approve Previous Meeting Minutes 
 
Chair Donoven asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the previous two Council meetings. 
She asked if there were any corrections and there were none. Council Member C.W. Gardenhire 
made the motion to approve the minutes and was seconded by Council Member Karan Burnette. 
The vote passed unanimously.  
 
Council Member Mark George asked if the previous two sets of PPO minutes could also be approved, 
as PPO failed to achieve quorum during the last two meetings. Executive Director Jonathan Taylor 
suggested that since the minutes had not been distributed to the Council in advance, such a vote 
would not be possible. Chair Donoven agreed. She then moved to the next agenda item. 

 
Agenda Item V 

Council Staff Update 
 

A. Executive Director’s Report - Executive Director Jonathan Taylor thanked the Council 
members for attending the meeting. He then stated since the last Council meeting in June 
he had been focused on two activities: the DD Network Listening Sessions and studying 
HR 1, also know as the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA). 

 
Taylor also shared that the Council, as well as the other DD Network Partners, were all 
level funded in Congress’ current budget. 

B. Council Budget Report – Director Taylor informed the Council that Scottie York, the 
Council Finance and Operations Coordinator, left Council staff the previous day and he 
would present the Council Budget report (see the Council Budget Report for full detail). 
He then asked if there were any questions. He then shared that the Council currently has 
$339,881 in available Federal Funding. Taylor stated that amount is higher than the 
previous year at the same time, ending his presentation. 

Chair Donoven asked for a motion to approve the Council Budget Report as presented. 
Janette Williams – Smith made the motion, with Tom Masseau seconding. All members 
present voted unanimously in favor, and the motion to approve the report passed 
unanimously. 
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C. FY24 Funded Project Report – Program Coordinator Linda Sims delivered the Funded 

Project Report, sharing the highpoints from each program. For full details please see the 
Funded Project Report. 

 
Chair Donoven thanked staff for their work and moved to the next Agenda Item. 

 
Agenda Item VI 

DD Network Update 
 
Tom Masseau, Executive Director of Disability Rights Arkansas (DRA) was asked to give an 
update on DRA’s activities. Masseau discussed the challenges of delivering services while 
attempting to comply with the new state law requiring DRA to report the Arkansas Legislative 
Council’s Subcommittee on Medicaid, Hospitals, and Developmental Disabilities.  
 
Chair Donoven thanked Masseau for his presentation and information, and then called on Karen 
Burnette, Executive Director of University of Arkansas Partners (UA Partners, or Partners) to share 
an update. Burnette introduce the new Statewide Self Advocacy Coordinator, Sherice Smith, to 
the Council. Burnette told the Council that while Smith’s official project start date would be 
October 1st, 2025, Partners was funding an earlier start date in September. 

 
 

Agenda Item VII 
Reports from Committee Chairs 

 
Chair Donoven asked the Committee Chairs to deliver their reports: 
 

A. Executive Committee – Chair Donoven shared that the Executive Committee spent June, 
July, and August working to update the Council By-Laws. Donoven asked Director Taylor 
to summarize the main updates. Taylor shared: 
 

• Article III, Section 3 aligned all references to “Year” as “Operating Year” as defined 
under Article XI. 

• Article V, Sections 3 & 4 now define the percentage and actual number of members 
by category. 

• Article XIII, Sections 1 & 5 change “Nominating Committee” to “Membership 
Committee” to reflect the duties and activities of the Committee more accurately. All 
instances of “Nominating Committee” have been changed to “Membership 
Committee” throughout the By-Laws. 

  
After Taylor’s presentation Karan Burnette and Mark George asked about updating the 
language in Article V, Section 3, Subsection iii. Chair Donoven and Taylor both said that 
language was directly from the DD Act. Meeting Guest Kimberly Dodd asked that the 
language remain as is. Donoven said that the DD Act of 2000 is ‘frozen in time’ and is not 
necessarily reflective of the state of self-advocacy in 2025. 
 

  
As it requires 2/3 (15 members) of the Council to change the By-Laws, the meeting’s   
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quorum of 14 was insufficient to allow a vote to approve the updates. Donoven then moved 
to the next agenda item, 2025-2026 Conferences and Events. 
 

B. Nominating Committee – GCDD Vice-Chair and Nominating Committee Chair Lud Kozlowski 
expressed thanks to the members who were in attendance and implored them to continue attending. 
Director Taylor then shared that he and Chair Donoven were meeting with Boards and Commissions 
on Friday, September 12, 2025, to discuss vacant Council positions. 

 
C. Public Policy and Outreach (PPO) – PPO Committee Chair Mark George asked Director 

Taylor to  introduce the guest speaker, Erin Prangley, Public Policy Director for NACDD, 
the National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities. Prangley delivered 
an extensive federal update. Her presentation covered: 

 

• The proposed changes in House Resolution 1 (HR 1), also known as the One Big 
Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA), 

• More details on the proposed level funding to the DD Network Partners in the 
upcoming Appropriations Bill. 

• The high likelihood of a Continuing Resolution in late September/early October. 

 
Donoven then moved to the next agenda item, 2025-2026 Conferences and Events. 
 
Director Taylor reviewed the main upcoming events remaining in 2025 through June  2026. 
He asked ARSILC Director Dr. Fran ‘Sha Anderson to share a presentation about the 
ARSILC 2025 Cross Disability Summit in Little Rock, AR on November 16th -19th. Dr. 
Anderson shared her presentation, invited Council members to attend, and thanked the 
Council for its continued partnership. 
 
Taylor next discussed the 2026 Disability Policy Seminar (DPS) in Washington, DC on 
March 23rd – 25th. The Council did not attend the 2025 DPS due to the uncertainty in 
available Federal funding. He said if the Council wanted to send a delegation, they should 
budget for it now, as it costs roughly $5000 per attendee. 
 
Chair Donoven then moved to SPI. 

D. State Plan and Implementation (SPI) – Director Taylor asked SPI Chair C.W. Gardenhire 
if he would allow an out of order presentation. Gardenhire allowed the change and Taylor 
introduced Dan Habib. 

Habib presented his new National Disability Leadership Series to the Council. At the end 
of his presentation he asked the Council to consider sponsoring some self-advocates in 
Arknasas to be part of the Series.Gardenhire thanked Habib for his presentation, then 
asked GCDD Deputy Director Assiah Lewellen to discuss 2022-2026 State Plan 
Implementation. 
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Deputy Director Lewellen gave a presentation on the overall progress of The Council’s 
current five-year plan,  then asked Director Taylor to discuss 2027-2023 State Plan 
Development. 

 
Taylor reviewed the agenda for the upcoming GCDD State Plan Development Retreat at 
the Winthrop Rockefeller Institute on September 13th and 14th.  
 

Agenda Item VIII 
State Agency Updates 
 

Council Chair Donoven then called on any representatives of State Agencies on the meeting for 
an update. As no agency heads were present Donoven moved to the next agenda item. 

 
Agenda Item IX 

Training and Education 
 
Director Taylor introduced Dr. Kristen Johnson, Executive Director of the RESTORE Hub at 
Arkansas State University (ASU) in Jonesboro, Arkansas. Dr. Johnson thanked Council Staff for 
coming to Jonesboro to conduct a Listening Session on August 29th, and then delivered a 
presentation on the RESTORE Hub and its work. 

Agenda Item X 
New Business and Announcements 

 
Executive Director Taylor reminded the Council that the next Full Council Meeting would be 
Thursday, December 11th, 2025, at the Little Rock campus of Pulaski Tech. He then thanked his 
staff for all their work in preparing for the meeting and that he would see some of the members 
that weekend during the Retreat. 
 

Agenda Item XI 
Adjourn 

 
Chair Donoven asked for a motion to adjourn. C.W. Gardenhire made the motion, seconded by 
Carrie Hollis-Anthony. The motion carried unanimously, and the meeting adjourned at 12:55 PM 

 
 
 

Jonathan Taylor, Recorder 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED BY FULL COUNCIL ON: 12/11/2025 


	Agenda Item I Call to Order
	Agenda Item II Roll Call
	Members Absent:
	Guests:
	Staff Present:
	Agenda Item III Guest Introductions
	Agenda Item IV Approve Previous Meeting Minutes
	Agenda Item V Council Staff Update
	Agenda Item VI
	Agenda Item VII Reports from Committee Chairs
	Agenda Item VIII State Agency Updates
	Agenda Item IX Training and Education
	Agenda Item X
	Agenda Item XI Adjourn

